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a general verdict for one or the other party. In most jurisdictions special 
verdicts are governed by statute, but the Code of Virginia is silent on the 
subject. Mr. Minor in his last edition of Vol. 4 of his Institutes, p. 023, 
gives some attention to the subject, and the Virginia cases relating there- 
to may be found collected in the note on Verdicts in Va. Rep. Anno., 4 
Rand. 143. Virginia practitioners, especially when representing defendants, 
will often find themselves equipped with a powerful weapon if they will 
thoroughly study the nature and effect of special verdicts and the circum- 
stances under which it is desirable to obtain thein. To this end the bar 
may use to great advantage Mr. Clementson's book. 



Cyclopedia of law and Procedube. William Mack, Editor-in-Chief. Volume 
XVIII. The American Law Book Company, New York : 1905. 

We are glad to welcome to our shelves another volume of this most ex- 
cellent series. It is taken up largely with a discussion of the subject of 
Executors and Administrators, 1366 pages being devoted to that subject 
alone. The matter published under this one head would make if printed 
in ordinary text-book style some two or three volumes. About 130 pages 
are devoted to the subject of Exemptions, and the remaining portion of the 
book treats of minor subjects. This volume brings us down to the word 
Explosion. The 2d Edition of the American and English Encyclopedia of 
Law reached the same subject within eleven volumes, but, of course, it must 
be borne in mind that in "Cyc" not only are questions of substantive law dis- 
cussed, but matters of pleading and practice. So that it covers the same 
subjects not only in the Encyclopedia of Law but also in the Encyclopedia 
of Pleading and Practice. We calculate that, at the present rate, it will 
take fifty-four volumes to complete this most useful enterprise of the 
American Law Book Company. While we regret that it seems that so 
many volumes are necessary, the bar demands and will have nothing less 
than a thorough and free discussion of every subject treated. The pub- 
lishers have placed the profession under great obligation to them by 
bringing together under one head all matters of law and procedure rela- 
tive to a given subject. 



The Tkoe Abraham Lincoln, by William Eleroy Curtis, author of "The True 
Thomas Jefferson," "The Turk and his Lost Provinces," "The United 
States aDd Foreign Powers," etc. With Twenty-four Illustrations. J. B. 
Llppincott & Company, Philadelphia : 1904. 409 pp. Price, $2.00, net. 

We suppose it would be disclosing no secret to say that review editors 
rarely ever read a book carefully, but we found "The True Abraham Lin- 
coln" so interesting that we read it from cover to cover. There is, of 
course, much in the book not in accord with Southern sentiments and 
opinions; yet the book is comparatively free from that extravagant praise 
which Lincoln's hysterical admirers have been wont to bestow upon him. 
Lincoln was undoubtedly a great man, but the bullet of John Wilkes Booth 
added greatly to the esteem in which he is held. 



